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Kenyan runner uses own maney to aid poor

BY DALE BOWMAN
For Sun-Times Media

It is more than charitable
. to say Wesley Korir of Kenya
is the favorite son of the
Bank of America Chicago
Marathon, which will take
place Sunday.

The story of Korir’s con-
nection to the Chicago Mar-
athon is almost mythical
In 2008, he wasn’t allowed
to run with the elite field
because he hadn’'t posted
fast enough times before. All
he did was run the fourth-
fastest time. And executive
race director Carey Pinkow-
ski paid him fourth-place
money.

Korir’s racing career was
under way, his plans to go
into premed were put on
hold and the rest is history.

Korir has run in every
Chicago Marathon since.
Last year, he finished second
— in a‘personal-best 2 hours,
6 minutes, 15 seconds — to
countryman Moses Mosop,
who set a course record.
Then Korir won the Boston
Marathon in a tactical race
this year.

On Sunday, Korir will be
among the favorites for the
men. But his connection to
the Chicago Marathon goes
beyond his skills as an elite
runner. He might be the
greatest symbol of running
for charity:

Korir is unabashed about
.sharing his faith and his
charity.

“] am motivated but will
also try to run my race and
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do the will of God,” Korir said
before he spoke to a DePaul
class last month.

It was no coincidence that
Korir — who lives in Louis-
ville, Ky., where he went to
school — spoke to and ran

with Team World Vision the
next day. With some 1,700
runners expected to - line
up Sunday, TWV is the top
charity group participating
in the marathon.

“] get myself to the start |

line healthy and safe, and
God will get me to the finish,”
said Korir, who was born

Catholic but now attends
~ Southeast Christian Church

in Louisville.

TWYV focuses on provid-
ing clean-water projects in
Africa. That kind of thing
matches up with Korir’s ide-
als. A medical clinic/hospital
he built in Kenya with his
prize money was completed
this year. The first medical
team from Louisville treated
8,600 patients in 2%/> weeks.

“They did six life-sav-
ing surgeries,” Korir said.
“Those kids were going
to die. That was really fun
[saving them].” 3

Now he is working on fill-
ing a 40-foot container with
medical supplies to ship to
the clinic.

Korir, who was able to
pursue formal schooling be-
cause of the generosity of a
priest, has provided schol-
arships for 40 kids through
his Kenyan Kids Foundation.

Understanding Korir means
understanding the past and -

present of his life and how he
perceives both.

“My life has come to be
where I am because of God,”
he said.

“T believe God has a plan
for everything and a master
plan for me”
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